
Strophanthus
amboensis 
Elephant Vine 
Omuhundure (H)

[35 records from 21 (2%) squares] 

APOCYNACEAE

Deciduous, ddeennsseellyy iinntteerrttwwiinneedd sshhrruubb oorr lliiaannaa,, wwiitthh tthhiicckk,, ssnnaakkee-lliikkee sstteemmss. LEAVES ssiimmppllee,, wwiitthh ssuucccceessssiivvee

ppaaiirrss aatt rriigghhtt-aanngglleess ttoo eeaacchh ootthheerr;; bbrrooaaddllyy oovvaattee, 20–50 mm long; pale green; midrib prominent and

sparsely downy below. FLOWERS ccoorroollllaa ttuubbee sshhoorrtt,, rreedd;; ccoorroollllaa lloobbeess nnaarrrrooww,, uupp ttoo 4400 mmmm lloonngg,, ttwwiisstteedd,,

yyeellllooww. FRUIT two dry, woody capsules, each 200–300 mm long, cylindrical, woody; splitting open when

ripe. SEEDS many, with a tuft of silky hairs on one end. 
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DISTRIBUTION & ABUNDANCE 

Uncommon in scattered localities in the
north-west and on the north-central plateau,
with new records from the Karstveld (speci-
men MU575, UIR1) and eastern Caprivi
(specimens CUR1/1335 and CJHH1118, HIN1). 

No estimate of abundance

Uncommon to rare

Occasional

Common to abundant

● Herbarium record,  pre-1997

554



HABITAT

Mainly found on rocky outcrops, hill slopes,
kloofs and cliffs, but on sandy plains in eastern
Caprivi. 

GROWTH FORM

A shrub or climber in the 1–3-m height class; one
record over 3 m high. 

ANNUAL CYCLE

FLOWERS September to April. FRUIT all year. LEAVES no records in July and September (only one or two annual
cycle observations per month from June to November). 

GENERAL

The seeds contain glucosides and, due to the presence of strophanthin, the plant is lethal if browsed. The
plant is used medicinally. Due to its lovely flowers, this plant has horticultural potential. 

CONSERVATION CONCERNS

None recorded.

APOCYNACEAE

555

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f r
ec

o
rd

s

Height (m)

0

5

10

15

Various>83-81-3<1

Plains

Hill slopes

Hilltops

Outcrops

Rivers

Pans

Dunes

Other

Number of records

0 5 10 15

Strophanthus amboensis, 
Caprivi Region, C. Hines




